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Dear Broome Family, 
 
I want to thank everyone for 
helping us have an outstanding 
first semester at Broome High 
School.  Our students and staff 
have excelled in many areas.  We 
all are very fortunate to work and 
learn in our great school and 
district.  It takes all of us working 
together to attain successes in 
academics, athletics, arts and 
activities.  I am proud to serve as 
your principal.   
 
During this holiday season it is my 
hope and prayer that we all enjoy 
time with family and friends.  Use 
this time to reflect on the many 
things that we have to be thankful 
for in our school, district, 
community, state and nation.   
Let us not forget that many people 
in our community are struggling 
and we need to reach out to them.   
I am most proud of our students 
for accepting this challenge.  
Broome High School students & 
staff have modeled the idea of 
service before self this year by  

 
 
 
 
 
 
donating to flood relief, food 
pantries, Relay for Life, United 
Way and our Christmas Child  
Program.  Our students always 
exceed expectations for giving.  
From all of us at Broome High 
School, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!! 
 
 

 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

 
 

 

 

 
Donations 

 
$10.075.00 – Christmas 
Fundraiser 
 
3,100 items collected - for 
food panties in our district 
 
3 truckloads of water collected 
flood relief victims  
 
 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 

I 
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Holiday Reading 
Suggestions 
 
 The holiday season is a wonderful 
time for friends and family.  
However, it is also a wonderful 
time to encourage students to 
spend some time reading for 
pleasure.  Here are list of books, 
along with some information, your 
student might find interesting this 
holiday season.  All of these titles 
are available at Amazon.com.  
From all of us at BHS to all of you, 
have a happy, safe, enlightening 
holiday break.   
Mr. Cox, Assistant Principal for Curriculum and 

Instruction.   

 

 

Quest for Light- Adventure of the Magi -- Quest 
for Light brings the Magi to life as we join in 
their harrowing adventure across Persia in 
search of the one, true God. Appealing to the 
Magi through His star, God called upon these 
warrior priests to be among the first people to 
learn of the Messiah's birth. Our journey takes 
us along The Silk Road, the first century's 
information super-highway, where we meet the 
soldiers, merchants, and other travelers whose 
lives intersect with the Magi and their 
companions. By sharing the Magi's experience, 
we come to understand why they deserted their 
families and risked their lives to undertake a 
long journey in search of a foreign king. Just as 
we face many obstacles today in coming to 
know God, we will also learn how the Magi's 
faith and determination enabled them to 
overcome fierce storms, bandit attacks, and 
encounters with evil spirits. Faithful followers 
of Zoroaster, the Magi undergo intense soul 
searching and spiritual turmoil when God 
intervenes in their lives. Based on Scripture 
and historical accounts of the era, Quest for 
Light provides a fresh and unique perspective 
on the events and circumstances surrounding 

Christ's birth. The significance of God's star 
and the role of the Magi are highlighted in the 
Christmas miracle of God coming to live among 
men, as baby born to a virgin. 
 
Hidden (Otherworld) -- Hiking through the 
snow, holiday baking and playing board games 
by the fire--what's not to love about an old-
fashioned family Christmas? 
Werewolves Elena Michaels and Clayton 
Danvers want to give their four-year-old twins, 
Kate and Logan, something their parents never 
had: a nice, normal holiday. No Pack 
responsibilities, no homicidal half-demons or 
power-hungry sorcerers to deal with--just the 
four of them, alone, at a chalet outside 
Ontario's Algonquin Park. Then a strange 
werewolf shows up at their door...while the 
town is buzzing about a young man, back from 
college, found half-eaten in the woods. And 
there's the missing little girl... 
With all the signs pointing to a rogue mutt with 
a taste for human flesh, Elena and Clay have no 
choice but to investigate. But are they the 
hunters--or the hunted? 
 
The Autobiography of Santa Claus -- It all 
started when Jeff Guinn was assigned to write a 
piece full of little-known facts about Christmas 
for his paper, The Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 
A few months later, he received a call from a 
gentleman who told him that he showed the 
story to an important friend who didn’t think 
much of it. And who might that be? asked Jeff. 
The next thing he knew, he was whisked off to 
the North Pole to meet with this “very 
important friend,” and the rest is, well, as they 
say, history. 
An enchanting holiday treasure, The 
Autobiography of Santa Claus combines solid 
historical fact with legend to deliver the 
definitive story of Santa Claus. And who better 
to lead us through seventeen centuries of 
Christmas magic than good ol’ Saint Nick 
himself? Families will delight in each chapter 
of this new Christmas classic—one per each 
cold December night leading up to Christmas! 
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Garcia Honored by 
Spartanburg 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

 
Mayra Garcia received The Rising 
Star Award: Outstanding Area 
High School Student presented by 
the Spartanburg Chamber of 
Commerce. Mayra is in her second 
term as Student Body 
President.  Mayra hopes to become 
a high school principal.  She is a 
member of the Youth Philanthropy 
Board, Believe in Greatness service 
learning, and the School 
Improvement Council. Mayra 
volunteers at Miracle Hill and 
Cowpens Public Library, plays 
Varsity basketball, and runs track.  
 

Recipients were honored at the 
annual MED Awards Banquet, 
presented by Spartanburg 
Water, held December 1 at the 
Spartanburg Marriott. 
 

 
 
Pictured with Mayra Garcia (center) at the banquet are 
Principal Rodney Graves, teachers Melanie Painter, 
Lana Greene, Pam Peeler, and Pam Flynn. 

Modern Language  

 

German 1 students, Daniel 
Chadwick and Pamela Simmons, 
strutted their stuff on the make-
believe catwalk of New York’s 
fashion week. Their partners 
described in German what the 
models were wearing, including 
color and fit. They also gave an 
opinion on the overall appearance 
of the outfit. The models enjoyed 
showing off their best poses to 
Motown classics. This was a great 
way for students to practice 
vocabulary related to clothing and 
colors.  
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Social Studies 

 
In the Social Studies Department at 
Broome High School, students are 
quickly wrapping up their 9 weeks 
classes in Economics and Government.  
In Ms. Sprouse’s Economics class, 
students are busy using technology to 
understand personal finance.  In Ms. 
Sprouse’s American Government 
classes, students are working to 
understand the judicial branch that 
includes the processes of the legal 
system.  In each class, students are using 
technology to understand how to 
become productive citizens in their adult 
life.   
In American Government, students have 
been busy trying to understand how the 
legal system applies to their everyday 
life.  They have spent time looking at 
Supreme Court Cases that matters to 
teenagers, all of them dealing with 
situations of freedom of expression, 
freedom of religion, and equal 
protection clauses.  They have spent 
time looking at South Carolina State 
Laws and how this affects their everyday 
life, including education, highways and 
roads, and even crimes committed at the 
state level.  Students culminated their 
learning experiences in two different of 
ways.  First, they had a “moot court” in 
class, in which students wrote oral 
arguments and were practicing 
attorneys in the classroom.  Some 
students actually were justices in the 
classroom and read decisions.  Students 
also took a field trip to the South 
Carolina State Supreme Court in which 
they were able to hear two cases before 
the court and see what an appellate 
court is like! 

In Economics, students are busy 
learning financial literacy, which deals 
with preparing students how to get 
ready for real life bill paying techniques.  
Students are busy completing an online 
class through Ever-Fi, a financial 
resource offered to them free of charge 
through BB&T.  Students will receive 
certificates of completion following the 
class and they will also receive 
opportunities to apply for scholarships.  
Students were also treated to two 
bankruptcy attorneys, Janet Heigler and 
Kevin McCarrell, who visited and 
presented a Pzrezi presentation for the 
students.  Highlights from the 
presentation included student loan 
information, credit information, and 
debt repayment information.  Mrs. 
Heigler and Mr. McCarrell are members 
of the CARE program for South 
Carolina, which stands for Credit Abuse 
Resistance Education.  The goal is to 
help students understand how to save 
their money and be able to pay back 
what they owe!   
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Math 
 

On November 17, Mrs. Moore’s 
Math Tech 2 class went to visit 
BMW for the afternoon.  They went 
on about an hour walking tour of 
the assembly plant.  On this tour, 
they saw the final part of how a 
BMW is put together. One of their 
favorite parts of the tour were 
seeing the BMW seal put on the 
hood of the car before it leaves the 
plant.  When each hood emblem is 
placed on the car, the employees 
clap and cheer.  The staff at BMW 
call this “spanking the baby,” 
because a rubber mallet it used to 
hit it into place.  The students got 
to see (and take part) this 
celebration.  For the girls, their 
favorite part was seeing an 
employee of BMW getting 
proposed too.  Even almost a 
month later, they are still talking 
about it.   
It is important for the students to 
get outside the classroom and see 
real math going on.  They were very 
excited to see that in the future 
they could work at BMW.  The tour 
guide told the students about the 
internships they offer to high 
school juniors and seniors.  
Overall, the tour was a good 
experience to let them see how 
math is used in the BMW Factory.   
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English 
 
Students in Advanced Placement 
United States History and 
Advanced Placement English 
Language and Composition 
traveled to the Biltmore House in 
Asheville, N.C. to explore the house 
and grounds.  The interdisciplinary 
field trip allowed 47 students to 
connect course content to 
experience.  APUSH students 
observed the disparity of wealth as 
represented by the “Upstairs/ 
Downstairs” difference in the living 
spaces of the Vanderbilts and the 
staff who served them.  AP Lang 
students surveyed the architecture 
of the building and grounds in 
connection with their analysis of 
Erik Larson’s Devil in the White 
City.   
Students were treated to a behind 
the scenes tour in which they were 
afforded access to the fourth floor 
of the estate.  Students were even 
given the opportunity to have a 
bird’s-eye view of the landscape 
atop the roof of Biltmore House 
where they took in gorgeous views 
of the mountains and the French 
Broad River.  They especially 
enjoyed the stunningly extravagant 
holiday decorations while learning 
about the festive traditions of the 
Gilded Age.   
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Science 

Introduction to Engineering – 
Honors students used the design 
method to brainstorm ideas for a 
desktop organizer that would 
hold at least five basic items found 
on a desktop, then drew three 
separate versions on paper with 
dimensions. A design matrix was 
used to decide which model to 
build on Autodesk Professional 
AutoCAD software. Each student 
presented their assembled work in 
a detailed student design portfolio.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Mrs. Cary Harris’ Physics class 
takes a field trip to see “The 
Martian” a film about an American 
astronaut living on Mars.  

 

 
Pictured left to right: 

Tyler Robertson, William Porter, Chelsey Painter, and 

Caleb Cowen. 
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Yearbooks 
Information 

 
To order your yearbook online, 
please log on to 
www.YearbookOrderCenter.com. 
You may also call the company toll 
free at 1.866.287.3096.  

 

The order number is: 

10678 

 

Please have this number handy 
when you call or log in to order 
your yearbook.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Half Day for Students 12/18/15 
 

Christmas/Winter  

Holiday          12/21/15 – 1/4/16 

 

Students Return   1/5/16 

 

Open House   1/14/16 

 

Financial Aid Workshop 1/14/16 

 

MLK Holiday   1/18/16 

 

Jostens Class of 2017  

Ring Meeting   1/19/16  

 

SAT     1/23/16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/Product/index
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2015-16  
SPARTANBURG COUNTY 
SCHOOLS  
EMERGENCY WEATHER 
PROCEDURES 
  

The school district cannot guarantee the 
safety of road conditions at any time. 
The district administration makes the 
decision whether or not to operate 
schools. Parents must make the decision 
whether or not to send their children to 
school during bad weather conditions.  
When ice or snow causes hazardous 
driving conditions, the district will 
operate schools only when roads are 
safe. School officials begin checking road 
conditions in the evening before if 
needed and about 4:00 a.m. on the 
school day in question. Many times, 
however, conditions cannot be 
determined until two to three hours 
later because snow or ice often occurs at 
daybreak. When possible, a decision will 
be made early - usually before 6:00 a.m. 
Once a decision is made, we notify radio 
and TV stations, and their 
announcements are usually aired 
immediately and during their news. The 
announcement is usually repeated 
frequently until the normal time for 
school to begin. Our district will also 
use our Rapid Alert system and 
new phone app to notify parents as 
soon as a decision is made. Our 
district will also use our webpages, 
Facebook, and Twitter. Employees 
are also notified by e-mail.  
If a decision to close schools cannot be 
made by 5:30 a.m., a school opening 
may be delayed for an hour or more. If a 
school opening time is delayed, our staff 
may not be at the schools until the 

announced time. Therefore, students 
may not be brought to school until the 
announced opening time.  
When the district and schools close due 
to weather conditions, students and 
parents are requested to help school 
personnel and the local radio/TV 
stations to communicate accurate 
information as early and as quickly as 
possible. The radio and TV station staff 
are anxious to cooperate with the 
schools in making these 
announcements.  
A. GENERAL DISTRICT PLAN:  
1. District officials will request that local 
radio and TV stations broadcast the 
decision no later than 6:00 a.m. The 
district will also announce via our new 
phone app, webpages, Facebook, and 
Twitter.  
2. District officials will request that the 
media make announcements as often as 
possible. Students, parents, and other 
interested persons are asked not to 
telephone school personnel so the 
district may have the telephone lines 
open so that those employees 
responsible for making the decision can 
communicate with each other. In past 
weather emergencies, our 
announcements of a decision have been 
hampered because of excessive 
telephone calls.  
3. If a home does not have a radio or TV, 
the student or family member should 
arrange to get the information from a 
relative or friend.  
 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 


